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Genealogy section (Family tree)

A genealogy or family tree is an orderly list that shows the relationship of people to each other;
genealogical information can be displayed in various forms and formats. Of the two available
genealogies, one is painted in the form of a tree, which is available in the library archives of Dr.
Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi. The Family Tree was painted by an eminent calligrapher, historian,
writer and renowned researcher Seyed Taher Seyedzadeh Hashemi. It is made of thick paper for
Khanila Khnaeqa and was finished on April 3, 1955.

A message was noted on the Family Tree in Farsi language: "This is the comprehensive genealogy
of the Hashemite-Solaei family of Barzanji Seyeds, I dedicate it to Haj Seyed Muhammad Hadi
Hashemi".

The second genealogy refers to the handwriting of the prominent scholar Sheikh Muhammad Marof
Nodehi (died 1838), who was one of the most trusted member of Barzanji Seyed linage and one
of the scholars of Islamic science and Sufism in both Iraqi and Iranian Kurdistan: the ancestors of
the Hashemite family genealogy go back to Imam Musa ibn Ja'far al-Kazim (745-799) via Seyed
Bayazid Barzanji. The Hashemite family ancestors including Seyed Sheikh Rasool of Daulatabad
introduced and propagated the Qadiri Order of Sufism throughout Kurdistan. This genealogy was
compiled approximately in year 1832 AD. This poem is available in the archives of the library of his
eminence Seyed Taher Seyedzadeh Hashem:i.

Qadiri Tariga (Order) is one of the oldest and largest branches of Sufism in the world, which has
been one of the driving force to spread and promote Islam not only in the Middle East, including
Iran and Iraq, but also in East Asia, China, and Central Asia, from the east to Java Island (Indonesia)
and from the west to Algeria, Morocco and Africa. It has played a significant role in social life in
the Muslim world and beyond. Imam Abdul Qadir Gilani is a descendant of Imam Hassan and was
entitled as Ghouth al-Azam (Greatest Aide). His tomb and shrine is in "Bab al-Sheikh" in Baghdad.
This book has been researched on the subject of the history of a branch of the Qadiri Order namely
the Qadiri Order of Solaei- Dolab and the role of Sema in their spiritual and mystical life.
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Foreword by;
Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi

Sufism is a way of life with a wealth of heritage and wide appeal in modern day. Sufi Orders are
one of main grassroot, informal social institutions in Kurdistan. Throughout history, they have had
an immense impact on the enhancement of knowledge and science as many of Khanegahs were
universities or places for the attainment of higher education. Today, in some areas, they serve as
theological schools. The social role of Sufi orders is vital in dealing with societal problems such as
drug abuse and divorce.

The Qadri Order remains the most important and influential branch of Sufism in Iranian Kurdistan
possessing a vibrant musical and artistic aspects as well. The most important aspect of this way
of life is the Zikr (or Remembrance of Allah) and the Standing Zikr which is called Sema. The
Sema ceremony of Qadri Order expresses valuable intellectual, social, cultural and ideological
reflections which is dimensionless i.e. it has universal attributes. Hence, Sema can be considered
as a world intangible heritage. In 2016, Sema was added to the Iranian National Intangible Heritage
List (number 1360) which was a great achievement for Qadri community in Iran. The Qadri Sema
comprises of different social, religious and ritual functionalities as well as linguistic parameters
(such as poetry, discourses and narratives, logic, philosophy) and non-linguistic tools such as
music, motion (dance), ecstasy (feeling of rapture). A functional analysis of Sema reveals that it
has both internal and external functions; the former function refers to the state of mind and soul
involving self-purification, liberation from pride, liberation from social constraints, state of ecstasy
(repentance-closeness-love-fear-hope-desire-observation-certainty); and latter function refers to
the space and atmosphere that is created by the gathering of people making them united and close
to one another, strengthening the identity, social harmony, societal cooperation, self-discipline, and
enhancing social empathy. Thus, Sema not only has a spiritual importance but is also one of the most
important artistic, cultural and social aspects of Sufi life.

Sema is realized by creating an atmosphere of spirituality (time + place) and using cultural symbols
(music , poetry) within an artistic framework (a dance in prescribed rhythms) and a socio-religious
gathering with abundant anthropological cultural symbols. It is used as a form of ritual and a means
of communication with God and religious worship. It can be considered as a therapy and cure for
inner feelings (such as doubts) which represents a form of physical and emotional release and by

draining energy, it causes purification.

To study a spiritual and artistic phenomenon like Sema, one can use disciplines or methodologies
related to history of art, art aesthetics, art semiotics, sociology and art anthropology. Thus, this
photobook on “Sema of Solaei-Dolab Qadri Order of Sufism” is a brilliant and well-researched

YA
&

contribution to the artistic imagery of Sema in addition to a thorough presentation of the functional
analysis of Qadri ceremonies in terms of their socio-cultural and aesthetic characteristics. The author,
Mehdi Hosseini was able to capture the high spirit of the Sufi Life through the lenses of his camera,
translating into a heavenly story of spirituality. For this, I thank him and all those who contributed to
the success of this endeavor, particularly the esteemed members of our Dervish community.
%*

Diversity is the sign of God's Supreme Presence. The Islamic civilisation is a testimony of this
fact. Pluralism in the human society is a Quranic concept ("And among His signs is the creation of
heavens and the earth, and the variations in your languages and colours: verily in that are signs for
those who are knowledgeable" [30: 22]). Celebrating Diversity is a Sufi perspective; therefore,
hope that this marvelous effort contributes to the enrichment of Sufi teachings which emphasises the
concept of peace, tolerance and non-violence activism (Dawa) in our society.
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Project Researcher and Designer
Mehdi Hosseini

Sema’ or "Zikr-e Qiyam (standing Zikr)" is a spiritual atmosphere (with both temporal and special
elements of spiritual life) that wayfarers (Dervishies )of Qadiri Order of Sufism perform as ceremonial
features of Islamic mysticism (Sufism), and represents their artistic, aesthetic, cultural and religious
symbols.

Sema in creating both space (atmosphere) and inner-self state that has an exogenous manifestation in
wayfarers’ conducts, is formed by the gathering of several members of the community. According to
field researches, the pleasant sound of the tambourine (daf) and drum and the enjoyable human voice
gives Sema as a "gift" to the wayfarer. Sema, accompanies body motions and rhythmic movements.
When the dervish is in this state, s/he sees nothing else in the universe but Allah Almighty.

Qadiri wayfarers believe that the "love" created by Sema motions, make them to sense that they are
in the Presence of God, they have reached a position (a station or Magaam) within a time, all of the
people present are in the states of bliss (wajd), bewilderment (hayran), and various others, longing
for the beauty of God, enthralled and wandered.

A functional analysis of the performance of Sema shows that it has both internal and external
functions for wayfarers. They consider the inner-self function to be self-purification, egolessness
and freedom from social constraints, etc. Sema’s exogenous functions include elements such as time,
place of performance (Khaneqa or any other places), dancing movements according to rhythms,
musical instruments (daf and drum) and verbal tools (literature and poetry).

The Qadiri Order of Sufism is the main and oldest branch of Sufism in Kurdistan, Iran and the
Middle East. This Sufi chain is attributed to Sheikh Abdul Qadir Gilani (1078-1166) where his
shrine is in Baghdad, and the introduction of this order or tariqa to Kurdistan is attributed to Sheikh
Ismail Valiani in the twelfth century. According to some accounts, it is believed that this order has
the great number of followers amongst all the other Sufi orders.

Qadiri Sema ceremony was registered at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
of Iran in 2016 through the efforts of cultural activists including Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashem:i.
*
when faced with this ceremony, documentarians and photographers are mostly fascinated by it and
at best are curious about it. However, after studying, observing and living with members of " Qadiri
order of Solaei-Dolab’, the photographer-researcher of the present collection realized that existing
documentations lacks a comprehensive social artwork dealing with religious, cultural and social,

artistic and aesthetic aspects of the Qadiri Order of Sufism in Kurdistan and Iran.
The current research has tried to find and collect the existing documents from community members of
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the Qadiri order of Solaei-Dolab, the honourable Hashemi family as well as the historic headquarter
of the Order at Dolab Holy Sanctuary with a history of 300 years; introducing various aspects of this
amazing ceremony to the audience through visual photographic imagery.
These five years of relentless efforts to prepare this collection have been a learning journey for me.
In addition to Sema, it has been tried to pay greater attention to other socio-religious, cultural and
scientific aspects of community life story of wayfarers in [ranian Kurdistan. Community attributes
such as customs, costumes, language, social ceremonies, lifestyle, the relationship between Murid-
Murad (wayfarer-teacher) and sites of spiritual importance have been considered and presented to
the audience by maintaining the ethical codes and standards of social field research.
In this research, in addition to photographs taken by myself at various events, I have used photos
taken from personal and family albums of Dervishes of the Kurdistan region in order to have a more
profound understanding and greater awareness about Sema heritage; these photos can offer both
historical and authentic impression of Sema ceremony.

%*
I would like to thank all the honorable members of the Solaci-Dolab Qadri Order of Sufism and
Mr. Dr. Seyyed Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi for their cooperation in preparing this collection and
assistance in preparing the field data. This book collection would not have been possible without the
dedicated supports of Mrs. Laimah Hashemi, Mr. Khalifa Salahuddin Gholam Shahbazi, Mr Farhad
Soleimani, Mr Saeed Kiaei, Mr. Dr. Iraj Naeemaei .
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CLQ}_% History of Qadiri Order of Sufism / The Sheikhs of Solaei Dolab

The research of this section is the processing of the life of three generations of Solaei-Dolab leaders
in the Kurdish regions of Iran, and it has been tried to deal with their socio-cultural lives based on
desktop study, historic archives and field research. The Kurdish people traditionally have shown a
great faith and trust in the Qadiri Order of Sufism which made famous contemporary Kurdish sheikhs
and mystics such as Sheikh Jagir Kurdi and Sheikh Taj al-Arifin Abul-wafa Kurdi to foster spiritual
relationship and be companions of Sheikh Abdul Qadir Gilani. Documenting this research on Qadiri
Order of Sufism of Solaei-Dolab lasted for five years based on my liaison with the leadership as well
as community members of the Order. Also, the documents including old manuscripts and text-based
documents which are kept in the Dolab Holy Sanctuary Archive Centre, have been considered. These
documents are sometimes related to the period of religious, social, mystical and family activities
of Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi in Iran as well as when he resided in England. The
documents are in the form of treatises and letters which were exchanged with members of the
community as well as well-known government, political, religious and mystical dignitaries. These
correspondences are kept by Sheikh Dr. Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi.
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Qajar Era
Farhad Mirza, the Ruler of Kurdistan

Farhad Mirza Motamed al-Doulah Qajar (1818-1888 AD), the uncle of Naser al-Din Shah and
the Ruler of Kurdistan, sent a letter dated (21st October 1868) to Seyed Sheikh Rasool Hashemi
Daulatabad (the ancestor of the Hashemi family of Solaei Dolab). The letter is a request for Sheikh
Rasool Hashemi Khanashoori {Sheikh Rasool’s envoy} to ask Habibullah Beg Babajani’s forgiveness
and intercession. In a part of the letter, he mentions "conflict resolution between the parties so that
there will be an end to trouble, and that His Excellency also within those limits as I am certain that
the local people generally accept his advice. His Excellency should spend some time and trouble and
bring the elders of the parties to the table to ascertain Yazdan Bakshi and Babajani claims against
each other, and appropriately inform His Highness Ali Akbar Khan and the elders of the parties to
reach an agreement that will lead to the forgiveness of Habib Beig and the achievement of comfort

and assurance for these two clans”.
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Naser al-Din Shah

Naser al-Din Shah Qajar (King of Qajar Dynasty) sent a letter to Seyed Sheikh Rasool Hashemi
Daulatabad (ancestor of the Hashemi family of Solaei Dolab) in addition to a gift of an authentically
patterned Termeh' (Cashmere) rob. In a part of the letter (1869), he mentions: "according to our
prosperous and benevolent Uncle, Motamed al-Dawlah Farhad Mirza, the Ruler of Kurdistan State,
who has expressed to the Courtesy and Mercy [i.e. the attention] of the Imperial 's Administration,
to your eminency’s thankful efforts and are grateful for expressing the purity of your devotion in
guiding and managing the people and improving the conditions and circumstances of both elites
and Commons [i.e. various social classes] and those in the surrounding areas, observing sincere
friendship among the communities, keeping their mindset loyal and adherence [i.e. make sure they
are obliged to peace and rule of law ), that they do not omit and leave unnoticed a single tiny subject
of the exalted traditions ( Sunnah) of the Holy Prophet (i.e. they keep to the teaching of the holy
prophet) . In essence, this has caused the pleasure of the virtuous great mind [i.e. the king] towards
your excellency on issuing this desirable letter, I present you with an authentically patterned Termeh
(Cashmere) rob as shining Imperial seal of affection to your Highness which makes you a privileged
partner and you remain our dearest and have honoured you among the likes and equals. Indeed, with
the perfection of spiritual abstraction, the Imperial seal of affection (i.e. the Termeh rob) which is
beautifully decorated and unique for your individual use; hoping for the Royal Mercy, by using the
divine teachings you will improve the conditions of the guilds and the lower and upper classes more
than before and will continuously make their petitions through the government civil servants of
mentioned prosperous and benevolent Uncle, to the noble attention of His Imperial Majesty”. It is
worth mentioning that thereinafter, Sheikh Rasool offered the Termeh cashmere robe bestowed by
the Shah of Iran to a poor person who made a request for assistance.

1. Termeh or cashmere is a valuable and fine cloth in whose fabrication very smooth and natural fibers are used. The
original Iranian Termeh is made with fleecy delicate fibers, silk and golden and silver threads in a hand-made fashion. The
original Iranian Termeh is woven in various colors and patterns. Among all, the paisley thematic pattern is considered as
the most genuine and original type of this fine cloth.
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The first generation of Sola-Dolab Sheikhs is Sheikh Seyed Muhammad of Dolab otherwise
known as Muhiyaddin (the Revivor of Faith), born in 1887, in the village of Tam Tam in Ravansar,
Kermanshah. He is one of the prominent leaders of Solai Qadri Order in Iran and the founder of Solai
Dolab Order in Dolab Sanctuary village near Dolab village (Sirvan District of Sanandaj County).
Sheikh Muhammad, who was also known as Sheikh Muhammad “Zadnakhor”' which means
abstinence from food, performed many miracles through his conduct and all kinds of struggle and
self-purification. By guiding the people in the Kurdistan region of Iran, he played a significant role
in propagating the Qadiri Order under the auspices of his spiritual instructor, Sheikh Sayed Hussein
Cherchaqala (1854-1923) custodian of Sola Holy Sanctuary attaining the rank of sainthood, and
through his activities, Dolab is better known as a holy place among the people even though Dolab
has been recognized as a spiritual centre since the era of his 4th grandfather Sheikh Sayed Rasool
of Sola (died in 1776). It is worth noting that Dolab is the main centre of Solaei Order in Iran with
300 years of history.

1. i.e. natural ascetics lifestyle or Natural asceticism” involving a lifestyle which reduces material aspects of life to the
utmost simplicity and to a minimum including minimal, simple clothing, sleeping on a floor and eating a simple, minimal
amount of food.
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Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Dolab (1887-1938), known as Muhyiddin (meaning Reviver of Faith) was born in 1887
in the village of Tam Tam, Ravansar, Kermanshah (538 km from Tehran) (1932).
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(OWA) sty 8 51 da (AFYY=AY44) eila (63l doss e st S w
Nine-year-old Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi (1930-1998) after his father’s death in Sanandaj (1939).
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After the death of Sheikh Muhammad in the year 1938, his son, Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi
succeeded him. A distinguished grandson of Sheikh Rasool Dawlat Abad (1786-1878) Ravansar,
Kermanshah, in his early childhood, he showed a great deal of ingenuity; thus he received the
attention of his father, the learned and pious caliphs, and also the custodian of Sola Holy Sanctuary
after Sheikh Hossein Cherchgqala, his son Sheikh Abdul Qadir Qamchirash (1893-1943). When he
reached 6 years old, his father recommended that Sheikh Muhammad Hadi goes to Baghdad and
be placed under the spiritual alchemy of Sheikh Abdul Qadir Gilani which is known as the Sultan
of Saints. In Baghdad, the Sheikh, who was a minor, was sent to grand sheikhs such as Sheikh
Mahmoud Barzanji (1881-1956), King of Kurdistan, who was under British mandatory home stay
in Baghdad. After the death of his father (Sheikh Muhammad) when he was only 9 years old, Sheikh
Muhammaed Hadi faced huge challenges due to the deterioration of socio political structure of the
country and the resultant social unrest and lawlessness. He got married at the age of 13 and started
learning skills such as horse riding and shooting in order to be able to stand against the bullies of the
local and tribal warlords (local rulers), professional thieves and tyrannical tribal chiefs (Khans) and
be able to defend and support the rights of community members mostly living in rural areas and were
usually subjected to harassment and tyranny. Sheikh Muhammad Hadi continued to receive spiritual
pathway trainings as well as learning seminary Islamic and Arabic sciences from great scholars and
at a young age became responsible for leading the Order. Although he did not attend mainstream
schools, nonetheless he learned to read and write, and studied literary and religious sciences from
eminent scholars who were disciples of his father until he was issued an authorized certification in
1975 as a Mufti (one who can issue Islamic rulings) and a scholar based on Imam Shafi'i's School of
Thought.
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An adolescent Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi (1947).
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Pahlavi Era
Sheikh Mohammad Mardukh

Sheikh Mohammad Mardukh (1877-1975), famously known as Ayatollah Mardukh, a Sunni poet,
historian, writer, and scholar sent a letter (3 July 1949) to Sheikh Mohammad Hadi Hashemi, who
was 19 years old at the time. In a part of the letter, he mentions: "I will sacrifice myself for you [or
Fedayat shawam is a term of endearment literally meaning I will sacrifice myself for you as you
are so dear to me ), the letter of one so enlightened was a source of... joy. I am also very sorry that
I was not in the city when your Excellency visited, this poor person's [meaning himself] temper
cannot withstand the heat of the city and therefore, every year when it is hot, we go to the mountains.
Although I have an intense desire to meet this venerable light of my eye, I cannot come to the city. I
do not know how God will repay this blessing:

Lame is our foot ; and far distant ,is the stage like Paradise ** Short ,is our hand and on the lofty
inaccessible date - tree ,the date. [poem by Hafez (1325-1390 AD)....the house and dates referring
to Sheikh Mohamad Hadi Hashemi who was inaccessible to the writer of the letter . I hope that this
loss can be compensated easily."
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Dr. Mohammad Mossadegh

Sheikh Mohammad Hadi Hashemi, who was a supporter of the national movement led by Dr.
Muhammad Mossadegh (1882-1966), wrote a two-page letter to him dated 30/10/1952. Dr
Mossadegh was the prime minister at that time. Transcripts of the letter was sent to Ayatollah
Seyyed Abul Qasem Kashani (1875- 1961), a Shia clergy and political activist, and Dr. Karim
Sanjani (1904- 1995), a politician, member of the National Council, Professor of Law, the Minister
of Culture in the government of Mossadegh and the Foreign Minister of Iran in the government
of Mahdi Bazargan (after 1979 Revolution). At the beginning of his writing, he points out: "The
heartbreaking scenes of September 1941 have not yet disappeared from Iran's memories and the
people are struggling with hunger and poverty, which is the ruinous gift of every disturbance, but the
fire of corruption and disturbance is still burning in this system, and murder and looting are part of
the normal work of tyrants and oppressors. Of course, these riots are the result of the evil thoughts
of people who are the tools of implementing the evil intentions of the colonialists, who want to
advance the plan of their masters by disrupting security and preventing internal reforms. Because
there is no punishment, hands of the rioters are completely open, and security and peace, without
which nothing can be done, have been taken away from the people, and instead of order and security,
murder, looting, and harassment have been unleashed, and it is feared that the poor people of these
areas will be pushed to the abyss of annihilation and nothingness. Of course, it is security comes
before everything else. When security is shaken and unfortunate events happen, there are many
obstacles in the way of reforms that are very difficult to overcome; therefore, any reformation is
dependent on the establishment of public order. If this is not done, with the provocations of traitorous
people, something that is disgraceful and terrifying will occur daily. Therefore, at this time when the
Iranian nation is fiercely fighting colonialism with complete courage and bravery, and on the other
hand wants to carry out internal reforms, maintaining security and public order is more needed and
essential than anything else, and with the utmost care, peace must be established and not allowed
to be disturbed by traitors and alienists to implement the colonists’ plans on time. I say frankly that
the root cause of these misfortunes is the corruption of the judiciary and negligence, embezzlement,
and bribery of the officials because they do not do their duty honorably and by creating fake cases,
they turn the truth upside down so that instead of the traitor, the poor oppressed is questioned and
prosecuted; or they take bribes, forget the matter forever and close the cases."

In the conclusion of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi's letter, who believed the plight of the people
to be his duty, he points out: "In conclusion, I am proud to announce that I, along with nearly twenty
thousand of my followers, are always ready to fight against anti-nationalists and anti-Islamic nation
of Iran enemies. And in case of danger, we will definitely go to the battlefield even before soldiers
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under the flag and stand until the last drop of blood and sacrifice our lives and property for free as it
is easier than anything else to sacrifice one's life for the promotion of Islam and the preservation of
the Islamic country of Iran (Awaiting corrective reforms. Long live the Iranian nation. Death to the
enemies of Iran)."
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Dr. Dariush Shaygan (1935-2018), an Iranian philosopher, Indologist, writer and poet and Dr.
Bahram Farehvoshi (1925-1992 a contemporary Iranian linguist and a specialist in ancient Iranian
languages and culture, traveled to Khanila Khaneqa (now Ravansar County) in 1961 while visiting
Sheikh Muhammad Hadi, they participated in the zikr and sema ceremony. Shaygan recalls their
spiritual experience: "We had a strange journey in the 1960s to Sanandaj, Kermanshah and especially
Paveh together with Professor [Ebrahim ] Pourdavoud. A trip that was undoubtedly the beginning
of a wonderful transformation, both in him and in me, meeting with the dervishes of the Qadiri
Order and witnessing their zikr ceremony and their magnificent and stunning disciplines (riyadats)
is not an experience that will be easily forgotten”. Ebrahim Pourdavoud (1886-1968) was the first
Professor of ancient history and ancient Iranian languages, especially the Avestan language at Tehran
University and was one of the most formidable scholars of Iran during the 20th century.
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From left to right: Dr. Dariush Shaygan (1935-2018), Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi and Dr. Bahram Farehvoshi
(1925-1992). Bahram Farehvoshi was a contemporary Iranian linguist and a specialist in ancient Iranian languages
and culture, and Dariush Shaygan was an Iranian philosopher, Indologist, writer and poet whose works are available
in both Persian and French languages (1961).
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A number of Islamic Scholars and Tariga Community members gathered at Khanila village Khaneqa, Ravansar
City (1963)
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The photo-frame belongs to one of the members of the community, a gift bestowed on him by Sheikh Muhammad
Hadi Hashemi in Zalouabad. From left to right: Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi, Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Taher
Hosseini Solai, and Sheikh Seyed Mahmoud Hashemi (uncle of Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi) of Tam Tam.
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The first wife of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi, the late Hajiya Khurshid Khanum Habibi Amiri (1911-1968),
one of the elders of the Babajani tribe in Kurdistan, daughter of the late Muhammad Taqibeg, known as the Amir
of Babajani tribes. She married Sheikh Muhammad Hadi in 1943. According to field research, she was a skilled
horse-rider, shooter and warrior, and fought against local bandits and robbers in Khanila (date of photo is in 1960s).
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Like his ancestors, Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi chose farming profession and earned his
livelihood through modern agricultural and animal husbandry to have a viable source of finance and
be financially self-reliance and independent. He mechanized the agricultural lands and brought new
technology, including agricultural machinery, to the region for greater productivity and improvement
of the lands. In the late 1950s, he developed a remarkable and grand orchards garden in Khanila and
spent almost all the agricultural income to rebuild existing khaneqas and build more than 50 Khaneqas
and mosques in three provinces of West Azerbaijan, Kurdistan and Kermanshah provinces.

Atthe end of the 1960s, his struggle with the powerful security and local government officials reached
its peak, and he was finally exiled to Kashmar in Khorasan, but with the intervention of the political
rivals of his opponents, his mandatory exile was changed from Kashmar to the city of Qorveh.
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Local dignitaries, family members of Solaei Linage and wayfarers with Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi gathered
in Khanila Khaneqa (1963).
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This photo was taken on Ershadi journey of 1966 To Saqez City. From left to right: Mamosta' Seyed Burhan Hashemi
(Cousin of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi), Sheikh Muhammad Hadi and Mamosta (Teacher) Seyed Muhammad
Sheikhul-Islam. Mamosta Mullah Muhammad was the political representative of the people of Kurdistan Province
in the Assembly of Experts of the Leadership. He was born in one of the villages surrounding the city of Baneh
(Kurdistan Province). He undertook religious studies in the theological schools (hojra) of religious scholars in
Kurdistan while studying Islamic Sciences until he was recognized as the Grand Mufti of the Shafi'i religion in the
region in 1957 by Mamosta Mullah Bagher, a prominent and famous scholar. Finally, in 2009, he was shot in front
of Seyed Qutb Mosque in Sanandaj while leaving the mosque and died on the way to the hospital due to the severity
of his injuries.
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1. Mamosta is a term used in Kurdish regions to mean “professor”, “Master” or “Teacher” but is also applied to religious
scholars.
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Endowment and Donation

At the request of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi, a piece of land in Bukan was donated by the
Cabinet Minister of Roads and Transport of of Republic of Mahabad, Haji [smail Aghai Ilkhanizadeh
(1902- 2016), for the construction of a Khanega. In his letter (15/5/1968), Haji Ismail Aghai
Ilkhanizadeh mentions: " An area of 394 square meters has been donated to construct the Qadiri
Order Khaneqa, a dedicated a place of worship and a mosque, which, God willing, will be built in a
dignified manner and where Muslims can be engaged in the remembrance of God. And it is hoped
that they will not forget this sinful servant during their remembrance of God and say a prayer for

me.
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Sheikh Hadi in a meeting with Seyed Mohammad Taher Seyedzadeh Hashemi in 1965. The latter was a poet,
calligrapher, historian, writer and researcher born in 1953 in Dolat Abad village of Ravansar town (Kermanshah
Province). Master Seyed Mohammad Taher was highly skilled in the art of oratory, literature and composing poetry
in addition to tribal and nomadic politics. He succeeded in composing a Divan (collection of poems by one author)

of poetry.
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The Supervisory Council of Khaneqa

In a letter (dated 7/12/1970), Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi appoints a Supervisory
Council comprising of several disciples in the Central Khaneqa of Sanandaj and refers to its state:
"Because the conditions of our Khanaqa is unsettled and its expenses are unknown, please check its
conditions on my behalf regularly for God’s sake, and send me an exact monthly report. In addition,
no one has the right to prevent your auditing and supervision, and this order remains in your power
until the conditions are put in order. None except myself has the right to prevent your supervision. If
you fail in this matter, you will be held responsible by Allah. I await the outcome of your activities'.
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Photograph of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi with his eldest son, Sheikh Seyed Hossein Hashemi (1980).
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A commemorative photograph of a disciple with Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi in the main courtyard of Dolab
Holy Sacnctuary. On the left, the late Seyed Jabar Hashemi (1959-1362), the son of Sheikh Seyed Muhammad
Hadi Hashemi (1962).
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the middle of the photograph is Sheikh Muhammad Hesami (1909-1994), Sheikh of Hesami-Siwieh Nagshabadi Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi recounts the demands of the people of the region in the presence of Kermanshah
Order (1970). Officials in the City of Ravansar (circa 1970).
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This photograph was taken in 1973. Standing from left to right: unknown, Akram Bezdodeh, Haj Khalifa Rashid

Bezdodeh (19 years as the attendant of Dolab Holy Sanctuary), Haj Mashallah, Sheikh Muhammad Hadi and Haj

Mohyiddin. Seated from left to right: unknown, Baradare Dini, Sheikh Sayed Mukhtar, Seyed Yasin Amin Manbari (T04) aa IS, g S50 ol o patle (als dazes e a8l | Cslan 5l

and unknown. Congregational prayers led by Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi in the Central Khaneqa of Sanandaj (1971).
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Sheikh Mukhtar and Sheikh Hassan Hashemi in childhood (1973).
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This photo was taken in 1981 in the city of Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan Region of Iraq, in front of the shrine and
mosque of Kak Ahmed Sheikh, the son of Sheikh Muhammad Nodehi Barzanji who wrote the genealogy of Solai
Dolab Tariqga.
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Scientific Standing

(Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi)
Sheikh Seyyed Mohammad Hadi Hashemi succeeded in obtaining an authorized permit (1975) as
a Mufti (one who can issue Islamic rulings) and a teacher scholar from Dr. Muhammad Shaykh
al-Islam Kurdistani (1902-1994), a Professor at the Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies and
the Chair of Shafi'i Jurisprudence at the University of Tehran, a renound Sunni scholar and Mufti.
Seyed Muhammad Shaykh al-Islam mentions in the letter: "considering the fact that His Excellency
,the virtuous leader of the righteous, named Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi (May his blessings
last), the blessed son of the late Seyed Muhammad (May his grave be bleaased wirh purity), has
spent more than fifteen years of his noble life studying religious [Islamic] sciences and due to his
eloquence and relentless efforts in applied , pure, rational, and narrative sciences, has the status of
a great scholar and professor, and he is one of the graduates with Sunni knowledge in jurisprudence,
theology, exegesis and narrating well documented Traditions ( hadith). And in terms of devotion
and piety and branches of science of Sufism and mysticism, he is the master of his era. He adorns
the Sharia (Islamic sciences) with jewels of the Tariqga (Sufi path) and is a two-winged scholar [i.e.
complements scientific knowledge with spirituality as two wings of knowledge], and thus allow
him to issue religious rulings (fatwas) based on authentic books of jurisprudence and Imam Shafi'T’s
School of Thought, may God be pleased with him, and consider the Almighty God as present and

watchful in all situations.
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Post-Iranian Revolution Era
Ayatollah Seyed Ruhollah Mousavi Khomeini

Letter of Ayatollah Seyed Ruhollah Mousavi Khomeini (1902- 1988) to Sheikh Seyed Muhammad
Hadi Hashemi (1930-1998).

In the years 1966 to 1968, he made Ershadi trips to Bukan and Saqqez and guided many disciples
to the path of tariga (Sufi path), which led to the expansion of the circle of tariga. He built more
than 50 Khanegas and mosques in the provinces of West Azerbaijan, Kurdistan and Kermanshah.
According to disciples of Qorveh City, taking into consideration that Sheikh Seyed Muhammad
Hadi Hashemi was a man of knowledge and study, he established a library at the Qorwa Khanqgah
and Qadiri Mosque, which included 14 thousand volumes (1371). In 1979, seditionists started a riot
in Qorveh, which led to the destruction and burning of the mosque, the Khaneqa and the library. The
mosque was later rebuilt by the order of Ayatollah Khomeini, the leader of the Islamic Revolution of
[ran, and is currently a Sunni’s Central Mosque.

In a letter dated May 14, 1979 and published in Sahifa Noor, volume 7, page 282, he refers to the
seditionists.

In a part of the letter, which was sent through Ayatollah Sheikh Hossein Kermani (1930-2021), the
special representative of Imam Khomeini in the west of Iran, to Sheikh Mohammad Hadi Hashemi,
he stated: "Of course, it is not a secret from your Excellency that dirty hands are trying to divide the
Islamic brothers. And they are conspiracies, and Muslims must neutralize conspiracies with Islamic
vision and vigilance. I thank you very much for paying attention to these matters and declaring your
solidarity with the entire nation."

Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi immigrated from Iran to Iraqi Kurdistan (Sulaimaniyah) in 1980
due to some problems and sedition and then to England (London) in 1986. After staying in London,
he started propagating Qadiri Order of Sufism and guiding his followers through his representatives
(Khalifa’s) in Iran.
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Kurdistan Governorate

At the beginning of the 1979 Iranian Revolution, the Governor of Kurdistan Province sent a letter to
the Friday Congregation Imam of Sarpol Zahab regarding Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi:
"In response to your telegram dated 16/04/1979 and those of others, regarding the pitiful incident in
the city of Qorveh, I would like to inform your Excellency that Sheikh Hadi Hashemi is a respected
person and all facts related to him will surely be clarified and there will be no need for any concerns

of the disciples of the aforementioned.
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Mamosta Mullah Abdul Majid Nedri Modarres

Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi refers to a book in a part of his letter (winter 1979) to
prominent Sunni scholar Mullah Abdul Majid Nedri Modarres (1904-2008), teacher at Daulat Abad
Theological School near Ravansar (Kermanshah): “I had a book entitled Completion of Knowledge
through Purity authored by the Great Scholar Siyuti, may God have mercy on him, which included
fourteen sciences in the margin of Sakaki's Key to Science. Now I need it to be memorized, God
willing. It cannot be found in the bookshops of Sanandaj or outside. I beg you, if it is available, send
it on loan to me and I will be exceedingly thankful”.
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi's fifth year high school academic records card in Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan Region of Iraq (OWOA) Yo ol 5o (adls G ol )y Connn (el jliss e Slsa 5

(1985). Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi as a youth on the right side of Sheikh Hassan Hashemi in Dolab Holy Sanctuary (1979).
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Sheikh Muhammad Osman Nagshbandi

Sheikh Muhammad Osman Nagshbandi (1896- 1996), a contemporary Sheikh of the Nagshbandi
Order, sent a letter (circa 1981) to Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi. In a part of his writing,
he mentions: "Dear one to whom happiness is attributed, is of pure lineage to the blessed House of
Prophet , in my happiest memories and my dear brother, Seyed Hadi Hashemi, the Guide (Leader) of
the Qadiri Order, I greet you with the love of an untainted heart. May you be blessed with good health,
may you celebrate the great days and times with companionship, patience and victory. Patience and
victory are both old friends, and when the turn of patience comes, it is the turn of victory. And it
1s a well-known issue that if time 1s not in your favour, you have to work with time, and you and
I must and should with the glad tidings of the Creator of the universe, we have to “grin and bear
it” that which with difficulty is ease [referring to Sura Al Sharh, verses 5 and 6 in the Holy Quran:
‘With difficulty, there is ease’|. This brings me joy and happiness as that is the word of God [i.e. His

promise]".
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Haj Khalifa Ahmad Amini, otherwise known as Haji Kaki

Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi, in a part of his letter (27/01/1988) to Haj Khalifa Ahmad Amini
(1948-2022), otherwise known as Haji Kaki (one of prominent khalifas), refers to the Ershadi
journey: T expect that in my absence, you will be more diligent in serving the eternal religion of
Islam (Islamic Sharia and Tariga) and never fail in performing Tariqa (Sufi path) duties. I was pleased
with your program. May Allah, by His Grace and Mercy, make all of you successful in following the
blessed path of Tariga. Peace be upon you, may Allah's Mercy and Blessings be upon you."
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Mamosta Sheikh Abdul Salam Sheikh Hassani Toriwari

Mamosta Sheikh Abdul Salam Sheikh Hassani Toriwari (1925-2002), a Sunni scholar, poet and
calligrapher, in a part of his letter (July 8, 1987) to Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi in London,
refers to his request about writing about Biography of of Kurdistan Scholars and sending it to him:
"After offering my obligation of devotion and kissing of your hands and with desire and enthusiasm,
I recall the grace of your noble presence, I received your excellent letter, ornamented with love and
affection , a healing for the hearts of the faithful, has bestwoed upon me the new life and has given
my soul endless joy and prosperity. In regards the current situation and biography of scholars
and the righteous in Kurdistan that you made mention of , what an excellent aspiration [ the idea of
writing a Kurdish Scholars’ biography is ], may the blessed [scholars] be successful in their service
to the Islamic community”.
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AOWWFF) sy pasnir J5e s oliel (Glom g a0 B o 0t s )80k Se Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi with Seyed Farid Hashemi (nephew) on a visit to Madame Tussauds Museum in London.
A photograph taken in London in his father's house related in his youth (1988). The photo was taken with the statue of the then Prime Minister of England, John Major (1992).
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A commemorative photo taken with a classmate on graduation day next to the central building of Newcastle YY) ool Grsls 5259 0Ll s eitla (slasess e (el J e (§35)9 53 0 w S . Se
University (1995). Aphotograph taken in London outside Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi's residence at Norfolk House Road (1988).
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Photograph taken in London on Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi's graduation ceremony with his mother and
siblings (July, 1994).

Leeds Castle in Kent (near London, in 1999). A wedding party photograph with his brother, Dr. Sheikh Seyed Hasan Hashemi and friends (June, 1997).
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi successfully obtaining a bachelor's degree from Queen Mary College, University of Family photograph with Sheikh Seyed Hasan Hashemi of Tam Tam (brother-in-law) in Larnaca Port, Cyprus
London England (July 1, 1994). (May, 1997).
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Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi, on a trip to Casablanca, visiting the Hassan II Mosque. The photographer was
Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi and some of the photographs in this section were taken by him (1995).
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Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi talking with Professor Jamal Nabz (1933-2018) in London at the Kurdistan
National Conference. Jamal Nabz was a Kurdish linguist, mathematician, politician, author, translator and writer
(August 31, 1991).
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Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi participating in the celebration of the birth of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) AOVWPR) A8 o 088 0 S 055 SOk o b e 5les el o s (el (oola oz
(August 15, 1996). Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi participating in the Eid al-Fitr prayer in Tooting Bec Park, London (1990).



&-l-lsl History of Qadiri Order of Sufism / The Sheikhs of Solaei Dolab Yo g ol [ 4,5 Gy &b 0\}-—\, )

COWWYO) cad sl s 0l s plasl it 31 (S 5 e o en 4 el (sola dases G uf.\\_,s\.& Bl W Se
Family photograph of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi with his wife and one of their daughters taken in London CWWVF) ol o s JualS 55 aals Bl 5 Sl Bl Se
(1996). Family photograph taken on Newcastle Castle rooftop (1995).
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Family photograph taken in the city of Bristol, England (1995). Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi and son (Sheikh Mukhtar) on trip to Morocco (1995).
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Haj Khalifa Mohammad Bagher Gholam Shahbazi

Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi in a part of his letter (22/9/1993) to Haj Khalifa Muhammad
Bagher Gholam Shahbazi (one of the prominent khalifas) refers to the circle of zikr: "Khalifas
should try with the cooperation of compassionate and loyal disciples to encourage those disciples

who normally do not participate in the main Khaneqa [in Sanandaj City] and other congregations of
zikr, to participate in tariqa programs”.
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Letter to Disciples (five pages)

Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi wrote a five-page letter to dervishes and disciples dated
March 21, 1994. At the beginning of the letter, he mentioned the main aim of Tariga and that it
“consists of maintaining the ritual of servitude during a continuous journey on behalf of the people
towards the Almighty, based on the Glorious Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet, peace and
blessings be upon him”. On the following pages he refers to repentance, its conditions as well as the
five pillars of repentance. However, in a part of the letter (page 4), he addresses the disciples and
dervishes "obligations and performance of regular litany: 1- A disciple must take care of all religious
obligations and try not to be deprived of goodness. 2- Avoid all sins (major and minor) and similarly
avoid doubtful activities (Shubuhat). 3- Respect brotherhood and equality. 4- Participate in weekly
zikr sessions at the appointed place (Khaneqa). 5- Attempt to bring others to pledge allegiance to this
holy path (Sufi path). 6- Should not hesitate to educate family members based on the high teachings
of Islam (Sharia and Tariqa). 7- A disciple should be diligent in learning religious knowledge, of
course, with the intention of acting on it because knowledge without action is sterile and action without
knowledge is weak. Itis an act of asceticism and piety. If the dervish shows an appearance of ascetism
and piety, the truths of faith will not be manifested in him. 8- The Glorious Qur an is a source of light
and guidance. Every disciple must learn the etiquette of reciting the Qur an in order to recite it in the
correct manner and should recite a half section [juz] daily [the Quran is divided into 30 equal parts
called juz]. 9- It is the duty of a disciple to be a true well-wisher of Muslims and seek Islamic unity
from the bottom of his heart, and to avoid being with oppressors and making friends with the enemies

n
.

of the Shari'a [Islamic law] and Tariga [Suﬁ path]
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Recalling recollections of his relatives and family, Sheikh Muhammad Hadi was engaged in prayers,
supplications and inviting people to the path of religion and spiritualty until the end of his life. He
passed away on 6th of December 1998 at King's College Hospital in London. According to his will,
with the cooperation of the relevant Iranian authorities, his body was returned to Iran and the funeral
ceremony was held in the presence of tens of thousands of people in Dolab Holy Sanctuary. After
his death, upon his recommendation two of his sons: Seyed Mukhtar (Ph.D. in civil engineering-
water resources from Newcastle University) and Seyed Hassan (dentist from Dental School of Royal
London Hospital, University of London) were become the custodians of Qadiri Order of Sufism of
Solaei Dolab and both are still actively performing their obligations.
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A commemorative photo of Sheikh Hassan and Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi in London (1995).
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Letter to Son (postcard)
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Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi on th? back of a postcard to. his sorll, Shelkh. Seyed Mukhtar when DN Ny il /\—\;’Zr_, Zf/‘_/ ,4 ,.-* i /..-/ /_/
he was in Newcastle Upon Tyne, wrote: "My dear son, from this far distance [i.e. from London] and : b . Q & f
at 12:00 PM on Thursday 19 Jan 1995, I have a pen in my hand to express my pure love for you. The ¢ _“C c \ : N\ \/, f,;, /../ r/’ u'}u. é__p L,{_g(ow
situation of the Tariqa in Iran is very good, and people are flocking to this right path. In addition, - - ¢ { . ‘ j *
Haj Khalifa Saleh Fani [1937-2017] has gone on an Ershadi tour and I have instructed some people 2-63-01-13 '}_(: . "’t é__ " 2y I (‘7 /\/ ) /\—f‘“ (* i/ *-—)”J f‘-'j
from Sanandaj to join him tomorrow, God willing. Today, I spent more than five and a half hours of =

phone conversations with members of our community, which were completely used for the purpose
of propagating the ways of the tariqa (praise be to Allah and indebted to Him). I leave you to the
Grace of Allah so that you be happy and successful under the proud flag of Tariga”.



CL.-I-%S History of Qadiri Order of Sufism / The Sheikhs of Solaei Dolab

oo (Golbdars s o il

Totey 457 s b Ol 31 (SO 1 simim e R334 Pllast (VY T )il b cails (goladomen e
(,;,J«a;@gwj&x}m.@,afjww» 1315 o)Ll (il e 3590 53 (WS OLLelS gd adds
ﬁﬁ-dl:«:j(a))\m@\)&‘o:!}slﬁ-a\}|w\ibjé.ﬁv}jz.eal:lgjbééy@bcbt\.;b.:bgmraﬁujk&)?
gl S5 53 4y b ol Oy fbB o ST 5ol 5 Lol i A M L 4 DB 4S5 )b Olos Lo < 5T L
o 4y ol 3l 4eblb ol 255l oS i e 5 Sl (3 a3 amr o 5ple o jlisee o ol ) 35 Oy
s Sl 039 OSls o308 Jlowd 5 Lty ol ol 5 @l on 5lis 5 pdlo |y 93 8 o pages b il
8 o i b adle mllas Lis bl 4 il et 4 LS I8 55 1 53 cpl b 3yls s e &S S

(oS gl ay b ol Ol e 53 BB 5 8,8 alowsy L3l OLb G p 0 5l dny oS o

Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi’s Successor

Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi in a letter (circa 1994) addressed to Dervish Hossein Hosseini-
Nia (one of his disciples who later became khalifa of Kamiran City) regarding the appointment of
a successor(s), mentions: "Your kind letter has arrived. May Allah Almighty Bless you and other
disciples with success in following the right path and protect you from calamities. I send greetings
and good prayers to your family members. As previously announced to you and as per the request and
insistence of the overwhelming majority of the followers of this path, I have named two of my sons,
Seyed Mukhtar, son of Hajiya Fereshta Khanum, and Seyed Hasan, son of Hajiya Fatemeh Khanum,
as worthy of succession as I believe them both to be righteous and religious, making members of our
community happy. Thus, if anyone accepts me, they must also accept these two. The appointment of
a successor has been made for the sake of preserving the great interests of the Tariqa, so that after me,
opportunists cannot provide a means of division and hypocrisy among the followers of this path... "
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi studying religious subjects in his father's house in London (1998).
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Generation of Dolab Sheikhs is Dr. Sheikh Syed Mukhtar Hashemi. According to him, he was under
the auspices of his father since the age of 11, going through a learning process as his father, Sheikh
Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi, started educating and training him on both literary ( Arabic, Farsi
and Kurdish) and religious and mystical sciences. At 18, he received and taken oath to become a
wayfarer. Sheikh Mukhtar's cultural and Islamic activities in England started when he attended South
Thames College, Putney, London and was an active member of various student societies. Considering
the fact that he is interested in cultural and historical works, a great deal of efforts have been taken to
collect and document the historical archives and artifacts of his father and ancestors and preserving
them, such as: the rosary wooden prayer beads of Seyed Ali (died 1810) son of Sheikh Rasool of
Sola, the Grand Sheikh at Dolab Holy Sancturay, the red handkerchiefs donated by Sheikh Hossein
Charchaqala to his grandfathers, manuscripts and letters as well as genealogy family tree drawn on
thick paper and so on. Being in Iran, Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi is in charge of managing
both main centres at Dolab and Khanila as well as Khanaqas throughout the western provinces of West
Azerbaijan, Kurdistan and Kermanshah and acts as a custodian and leader of Solaei-Dolab Order.
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Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi

Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi sent a letter (dated February 24, 1999) from London to his disciples
of the Solaei Qadiri Order of Dolab after his succession. He mentions in a part of the letter : "Dervish
Attaullah Jabari is to be appointed as my representative in Saqqez, surrounding areas and the suburbs;
he has the right to perform indoctrination ceremonies on my behalf in the event that seekers of Tariga
make a request in the absence of the Leader (Murshid)".

Furthermore, in another part of the letter, a female disciple is chosen as the head of the women's
circle: "Our dear sister, Dervish Ayesha is appointed as the head of the women’s circle in Saqqez and
the suburbs."

"It is necessary to explain that women, like men, perform all the steps and aspects of Zikr and Sema
at the appointed time in the Khaneqa (a Sufi dwelling place), and men are not permitted to attend

their ceremony.”

) L |:- = AT TELmATITE '..:._.1.'_.'_'...[:
ML" )Lﬁ% =ddl r)-—“_);llqa-lb UJUI\.—J;D)J:I l R i
S. Mukhtar Hashemi rrj; e U'JJ‘ oY SR f (e

Tel: 0044-181- 766 7630 London
o1 geply P

NENY a8

oM paan i J-I-ﬁ..‘i J'l"""".-d
!é ociils uls sase o g pla g lall ikl
<4l 5 L. ﬁ(;)
=P st ) ) l.lf.-qb(.;f s
| "] . /
ool ;.»»rz;aww o L d‘f‘u‘ 205001 ¢ 13 M a L

),’)q,l. ’L‘"‘“‘ """‘"‘L/I""'-’O"/‘J/’J —” -

by

\. e
aff‘-e.-_ﬁ-

”’ i _Aﬂl//d’_"//-—ﬁhéﬁ# Q—JJ-‘} L——ﬁr/r' ﬁ‘r.fé UE".'
""‘JJP‘-’J"/ L‘?-"’Ii-n_uu C_J_,...u /

L_....p_,p -._i.......;

# UULLfI/GJL".f.JN wzJU-‘"J“-’-"W -
e - ~_sny
(Ll LGt G Il 2
.))" .r-"’a-ﬁ'_'f

o !JJ-VJ_/\_”_,-&_,
v‘ﬁp‘(’){"'_} VJL_,-’ -

Al
.J(r‘.’-&f,J\_..J(,, T IWGYN i
A

UI" ur”"fd.ﬂu-/;,) ul...-i,.a. (IJ

“"’-"'/o—so,m. Lo gy
u—/ﬂA,Jt..._ulL S OB LA o iy,
’uu ST

J""’Cf‘}f(;;_""",}"' JM“\JWJ_—-J[_/

d‘;)-'u /_’\—-',r./ ;,-’ (‘:)

sl & /\-ﬂ-l,u.pf )L--ffc}'ﬁ/-’ —'99. :b (Uﬁb(}l‘o—",‘) ._.::_g. ‘_,”

. waks

,_'.LC:.gsw o C””-"" dbs pl yu
UL ke i,

Is )
Shiat """"""’J o lials )

) °)J'"U"“"" ﬂ.p-"_o_,.s._.-—
).,-L—-rLsJUJ e -2

/
\..-LL_,_.b \ 4 Bl
P S gy 4:\; | “""“I‘-"
[ Bl .-.Hl,v-'l.f-MLc.L., 3. U*’\ul v

/CL." ;| om -~ 'n
- CrLdicw .
Couwe J’ ‘*“\ CIL*—MLA‘MLQJI', ":aii

‘j’b'” (LLFJ—'" W;—"LJIU‘-‘;A‘ LN“"O“;}#’_,

—

A
-
-

CJ"*-:'/




é&-ljsl History of Qadiri Order of Sufism / The Sheikhs of Solaei Dolab

s N v I N R Yy | s L
A VS s < Sl 375 il T
A ST 7 BT W R G B D

R T ey e GEED e B
WY [P G ] S i T

A WY W TV DS red T B
-, TR e S S SR

4 - . oy
;‘I_—-’:i;l, i,,,)m-#"gl'_-‘ Y= [
j - ‘-""-"-""-‘v, » i
UL{BJ!U!”;’JV”IH’,’J:’

2

T

»

—

<2 0 A R

ATV wloel dbslss sl (3Ll sl ol pole ol 4y potln Jlisee ot

Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi along with his mother during the reconstruction of Khanila Khaneqa (2000).
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Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi returns to Iran after receiving his academic degrees in 1999. His first chosen

residence was in Dolab Holy Sanctuary (1999).
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Commemorative photographs of Khanila (circa 2003). Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi at a dervish’s house in Saqqgez by invitation (2001).
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On my visit to Dolab Holy Sanctuary for a ceremony, I met Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi, after which I asked
for his permission to take this photograph (August 12, 2019).
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Spiritual Places (Dolab Holy Sanctuary)

Dolab Holy Sanctuary which is located in the heart of the Zhavehrood part of Hawaman region,
includes the Khaneqa and shrines of the Sheikhs of the main branch of the Solaei Qadiri Order
of Sufism operating in a geographical scope covering the three western provinces of Kurdistan,
Kermanshah and West Azerbaijan. It is worth noting that this Order is also led by a number of sheikhs
who are active in Iraqi Kurdistan and the Arab-populated areas of Baghdad, Fallujah, Ramadiya, and
Diyala. Dolab Khaneqa is located 45 kilometers south of Sanandaj city, on the slopes of the famous
"Avalan” mountain, between Sanandaj city and Kamiyaran, in Sirvan District, Hawraman region of
Eastern Zhavehrood (Dolab village is several thousand years old).

Khaneqa is a place for resident and traveling Sufis to live and worship, where they are taught the

basics of religion and the principles of Sufism, disciplines (riyadats), care and refinement of the soul,
and learn the principles of Sufism from prophetic traditions (hadiths) and Quarnic interpretations
and the words of Sufi masters. Khaneqga offers a welcoming spiritual space and provides free food
and accommodation to anyone i.e. travelers, strangers and Sufis without any discriminations. It
is narrated that Sheikh Abu al-Hassan al-Kharagani (936-1033), a great Iranian mystic, wrote on
the door of his Khaneqa: "Whoever enters this place, feed them without asking about their faith.
Because if they were favor by God Almighty who saw them worthy of the gift of life, then they are

certainly worthy of being feed at the house of Abul-Hassan”.

The Dolab Khaneqa complex is located in the middle of the Dolab valley and at the intersection
of several waterways and the seasonal river. Considering the topography around the site and the
stepped shape of the western residential areas, one must first pass through water springs and green
spaces to reach the Khaneqa. This complex consists of several parts, including the religious complex
(including Khaneqa, the sheikh's room, the theological School chamber, the shrine, the bakery,
storerooms and women's rooms and central kitchen), caretaker’s residence the Sheikh’s family
apartment (residence), the watermill and the cemetery. There are halls for group prayer, Sema and
invocations and rest rooms for pilgrims (men and women). The presence of dense trees in the depths
of the valley and the creation of the spiritual space of this place have provided the foundation for
the establishment of Dolab Khaneqa. The khaneqa was established beside the historic cemetery
which includes the burials of many saints dating back to several centuries ago. Welfare services
such as watermills have emerged as wayfarers continuously come from different regions and stay
for a period of time in the Khaneqa. The general form of the Khaneqa is shaped as irregular and
nested diagrammatic cubes with eye-catching height changes in relation to the spiritual and mystical
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hierarchy, connection (entrance to the site, garden and yard), waiting and anticipation (Khaneqa,
educational centers and the pledge of allegiance by the disciples) and disconnection (the shrines of
the Sheikh of the Order).

Dolab Holy Sanctuary is built in the direction of light, the walls are made of plaster and the roof is
made of thick wood. An altar is located on the south side and in the middle of the Khanega, and due
to the attendance of large number of pilgrims, the space of the Khaneqa is used both for Sema and
serving food.

Architecture of Chillakhana (House of retreat)

Spiritual retreat (Solitude), worship and a solitary retreat for forty days is recommended by Sufis.
This seclusion is chosen to attain the peace and prosperity of the faith in Khanegas and Houses of
Retreat. According to field research, due to the fact that 40 is a perfect number and it is stated in a
Qudsi tradition (hadith): “He fermented the clay from which Adam was made in His hand for forty
mornings”. A disciple or a dervish will stay in Chillakhana for a period of 40 days with only 40 dates
and a little water, and during these days he will worship and pray. This is called chilla, which should
be done with the coordination and order of a Sufi Master or Sheikh.

The main core of every Khaneqa is the chilla room; The chillakhana of the Dolab Khaneqa was
formed in a closed environment shared with the shrines of the Sheikhs, whose exterior is made of
brick and is led down by three stairs with a wooden door. A completely dark and spotless room with
no paint or glaze, which has a spiritual feeling and is made in the shape of a cube with an area of nine
square meters.

It is necessary to explain: Dolab Holy Sanctuary is located in Hawraman region. Hawraman
includes areas in Kurdistan province, Kermanshah province and also in Kurdistan region of Iraq
in Sulaymaniyah (Panjvin city) and Halabjah provinces. Hawraman has an ancient civilization of
more than 40 thousand years old from the Paleolithic era to the present day. The unique residential
structure and architecture of the villages in the region has seven characteristics, including the
interactive structure of neighborhood units and the creation of a unified texture, the creation of
buildings with minimum space and maximum performance, the importance of views and scenery,
valley dwelling and air dwelling. The ancient social system of agriculture and animal husbandry
of Hawraman people has been the key driving force for the formation of the cultural landscape of

(Y55 bl ssine 5o 1S / 4 506 Gps s &lff

Hawraman along the historical millennia. The cultural landscape of Hawraman was registered as a
world heritage site by UNESCO in 2021, following the efforts of cultural activists of Hawraman,
including Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi. The village and Dolab Sanctuary are within the
property of Hawraman cultural landscape as world heritage site.
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R e oo Sy Connn (ol (o 4 ile Y 93 s Fur) 555l) dasmades G Dolab Holy Sanctuary: the entrance chamber includes three graves and a closed Chelekhaneh on the left (a place of
Dolab Holy Sanctuary: the second chamber includes three tombs. Tombs from left to right belong to the late Seyed a40-day retreat for Sufis and ascetics; chele meaning 40 and khaneh meaning house). The late Seyed Abdul Jabbar
Ali Dolab (died in 1810)), the late Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Zanakhor (Sheikh Muhammad Dolab known as (1958-1962) is buried in the middle grave while his sister, the late Sayedda Behjat (1959-1962) is buried on the left.

Mohiuddin or Reviver of Faith) and Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi Hashemi. On the right, Seyeda Adila Khanum(who died in 1943) , the mother of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi is buried.
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A photograph of Khalifa Gharib's birth certificate from the personal album of his grandson (Kuroosh Zafari).
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Everlasting Faces of Dervishes

The photos in this section are part of the personal family albums of Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi and
the late desciples of Qadiri Order of Solaei Dolab in Iranian Kurdistan region (Sanandaj, Qorwa,
Kamiyaran, Kermanshah, Saqqez, West Azerbaijan and their surrounding villages). The photos
were obtained after traveling to the mentioned areas from the children and relatives of the disciples.
Most of the photos are damaged or unavailable, and of the 3,650 photo photos collected, only a few
were selected to include in this book based on the subject matter and content. Most of these people
were from different classes of society: farmers, civil servants, and business men.

Walter Benjamin' (1892-1940) believes that with the disappearance of the original element of art
i.e. the "Aura’, works of art become dependent on other factors such as politics, instead of relying on
the most important function it has which is the ritual function. The term “Aura” was used by Walter
Benjamin in his influential 1936 essay The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction'.
Benjamin asserts that “Even the most perfect reproduction of a work of art is lacking in one element:
its presence in time and space, its unique existence at the place where it happens to be (Benjamin,
1968: 220) ”. On this bases, The aura of a work is having a certain history (time and space) and
by reproducing it in the digital age will cause its authenticity to be degraded. The politicization of
aesthetics is the inevitable characteristic of the era of mechanical reproduction and replication. As a
reflection of the world, photographs have limitations and keep us in the past, but photographs bring
the past to the present moment and confront us with the passage of time and the stillness of what is
gone. According to Benjamin's point of view, the photo takes the material existence and the social
world as its subject in order to consciously scrutinize them and remove the aura of their sanctity
and dreaminess. The political power of photography, in the form of a mechanical reproduction, is
what makes art available to the masses. Benjamin tells us: 'to communicate and interrelate with the
photo.”

(Walter Benjamin, who was born in Berlin, was one of the scientists of the 20th century. He was
a literary critic with a philosophical approach, and wrote several books and ideas in the form of
treatises, articles and literary criticism, which are still influential in various fields of humanities
today).

1. Benjamin, Walter. (1968). The Storyteller: Reflections on the Works of Nikolai Leskov. [lluminations. Ed. Hannah
Arendt. New York: Schocken Books, 1968: 83-109.
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A photograph from the personal album of dervish Muhammad Yousefi from Alk village (Kamyaran).
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A photograph from the personal album of Khalifa Nemat Muhammadi's of his grandfather, Mirza Rahmat

Muhammadi, who was a disciple of Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hashemi (Muhyiddin) from the village of Niyar.

Sshs Bl (sbao g [ 4 0l Gy b C%—QA

53 0312) G s (oS v ¥so dser 4508 Gogma 2550 5351 oLl S il (ol e o (65355 05 (gotln oy b w51 oSS
ol e G950 6500 5
A photograph from the personal album of Seyed Farid Hashemi, granddaughter of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi from
Kermanshah of two well-known dervishes of the Solai Dolab Qadiri Order: Baradar Dini and Inayat.
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A group photograph: photos from the album of dervish Igbal son of Khalifa Rahman Khavar, from Saqqez
(of approximately 60 years ago).
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Photograph of dervish Ali Akbar Sahrai (Zulikha) from the village of Tobra Riz (Kamyaran). A photograph from the personal album of dervish Habib Parvizi of Alk village (Kamyaran).
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A photograph obtained from dervish Salah Gholam Shahbazi's album of his late father, Khalifa Muhammad Bagqir
el oyl oy ple sl Jal Folo ule aids rxﬂﬂ e Ghulam Shahbazi from Sanandaj who was an appointed Khalifa of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi and a disciple
A photograph from the personal album of Khalifa Abbas Sadeghi from Shanavareh village in Qorwa. of Sheikh Muhammad Zadnakhor in his youth.
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A photograph of an old dervish whose information could not be obtained. A photograph from the personal album of Sayed Muhammad Zubeiri (Karondan Village, Dehgolan
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el Sl Jal (g o jhax adds o5l oS A photograph from the personal album of Khalifa Nemat Muhammadi's of his father, Haj Khalifa Muhammad
A photograph from the personal album of Khalifa Jafar Manbari from Nair village. Rashid Muhammadi' from Nair village.
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A photograph from the personal album of Kake Abdullah of Marab village. A photograph from the personal album of Khalifa Farrokh of Marab village resident of Kamyaran City..
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b ool les aids £l ol 4 b e (S s Jalsls gles) JWSI o550 05l 5l Se A photograph from the personal album of dervish Ayesha Madresa from Saqqez. No information could be found on
A photograph from the personal album of dervish Igbal son of his father Haj Khalifa Rahman Khavar. the old dervish in the photograph.
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A photograph from the personal album of dervish Ayesha Madrasah from Saqqez. No information could be found el (ple s (955 95 Jol e aole o550 WSe
on the old dervish in the photograph. photograph of dervish Ayesha Madresa from Saqqez and Dervish Heidar Marabi.
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A photograph from the personal album of dervish Ahmad Basiri from Saqqez. two persons are identified: dervish golasle S el (Sl S cpae lils 51 o smalis e aids 5l uSe
Hassan Tahazadeh (sitting) and dervish Sedeq Alyasi standing behind him. A photograph of Khalifa Ali Shahjoei, a prominent Khalifas living in Kermanshah City.
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Photographs from dervish Barzo Qaravisi from Gorgan village (Kamyaran).
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oblelS glin e e obgys glinsy 5o el o 950 (o jmed 5 (5, ak00 dases CL"' e il eSe A photograph from the personal album of Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi.On the left is dervish Haj Khalifa Rahim

A photograph of dervish Haj Muhammad Muzafari and his wife dervish Asma from Upper Drauyan (Kamiran Muzafariand on the right is dervish Ahmad Saqqez (photo from Ershadi spiritual journey to the city of Saqqgez in
District. 1965).
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A photograph of from the personal album of Khalifa Ali Nozari, more commonly known as Ali Zinat. On the right el S (gliany; Jal o3l 5l ol ot az IS 55050 (2 550 w8
is Khalifa Nasser Sepehri. A photograph of dervish Mawlood Koloocha with his family from Alk village.
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A photograph of from the personal album of Khalifa Anwar from Sanandaj. The second person on the left is Sheikh A photograph of from the personal album of dervish Ahmad Basiri from Saqqez (dervish gathering at an Ershadi
Seyyed Hasan Hashemi Tamtam (son-in-law of Sheikh Muhammad Hadji). ceremony in year 2000).
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A photograph of Khalifa Gharib Fani with his son Khailfa Saleh from the personal album of dervish Seyyed Farid
Hashemi from Kermanshah. According to field researches, Khalifa Gharib was a very pious and humble Khalifa of
Sheikh Muhammad Hadi who died in 1971.
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Members of the community (disciples) gathering in Khanila, located in the town of Ravansar, Kermanshah Province
(538kilometres from Tehran), (early 1960s)(1961).
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A photograph from Ershadi Spiritual Journey to Sanandaj City in 1985 when Sheikh Muhammad Hadi lived in
London.
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Photograph from Ershadi Spiritual Journey in the 1970s; From the left, the second person is Haj Khalifa
Farrokh(Kamiyaran), the third person is Haj Khalifa Seyed Abdullah Saifi, the ex-caretaker of Sanandaj Khaneqa,
and from right side is dervish Habibullah Zubeiri (1906-2021)
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Photograph from Ershadi Spiritual Journey in the 1970s Bukan and Urmia (West Azerbaijan Province).
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A photograph from Ershadi Spiritual Journey to Saqqez City in the1960s.
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Spiritual Awakening Journey (Ershadi)

This section deals with the ‘Spiritual Awakening (ershadi) Journeys’ of disciples. They usually
choose pre-planned destinations of both cities and villages in Kurdistan, Kermanshah and West
Azerbaijan provinces. The main economic paradigm of the region is agriculture, therefore Ershadi
tours are planned in winter seasons when the most of disciples have free time to join the tour or host
the Ershadi convoy.

The places of Ershadi tour are planned and determined by the sheikh in consultation with the
representatives of the Sufi Community i.e. caliphs; the chosen destination is usually considered
upon formal invitation by community members in that region. Ershadi tours are held with or without
the presence of the Sheikh; a representative (khalidfa) of Sheikh can be given the role to lead the
Ershadi tour. Therefore, when Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Hadi lived in England, his caliphs or
representatives used to do this on his behalf. Ershadi tours have no time limit and may last more
than a month along a geographical route, and staying in any village or city depends on the popular
welcome of the local people.

According to field research (interview with Dr. Seyed Sheikh Mukhtar), Sheikh Abdul Qadir Gilani
says in one of his sermons: "Our way is based on the Qur'an and the Sunnah (traditions) of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH)”, and so Ershadi tour is based on the prophetic tradition of propagation (Da'wah).
However, according to Quarnic commentator and scholar Seyed Sheikh Taha Hashemi in his book
"Daf and Darvish’, the term “Ershad” entails guiding and showing Muslims the right path, informing
them about the principles of Sharia and spirituality as well as the false and corrupt things that are
observed in the Islamic society. In the term, the meaning and concept of "Ershad” is the same as
ordering what is good and forbidding what is evil, and this benevolence activism is the responsibility
of every mature (adult) and wise person to be involved in helping fellow Muslim brethren.

Sema

Wayfarers usually perform Sema zikr during Spiritual awakening (Ershadi) journeys After arriving
at the designated place such as a mosque, khaneqa, or the home of the person to whom they are
invited, they form a circle Sema. The rites (form and type) of Qadiri Sema are circular; The circular
form is the main type of spatial arrangement of a mystical Zikr (dance). The essential purpose of
Sema is perform Remembrance of Allah’s attributes (names).
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Sema is one of the most controversial mystical topics; Sema dance (Zikr-e Qiyam)in mysticism and
Sufism is a new perception of the spiritual mood, which has received great attention over the passage
of time as a systematic and purposeful ritual among Sufi orders such as the Qadiri and Maulviyyah
Orders. In Sema, which means ‘hearing’, dancing, delight and ecstasy are permitted. In Persian
language Sema means hymn and melody. In the ‘Dictionary of Mystical Terms and Expressions’, it
is also stated: "Sema is a singing which induces emotions and transform the listener's mood, it is the
same sound with reverb".

Sema in the Qadiri Order is a state (hal) of fascination, illumination, self-realisation and
annihilation involuntarily (fana) in which the mystic's willpower has no effect on its appearance, but
since the old times, great Sufis have realized that in addition to the wayfarer's talent, their inspirations
and experiences that prepare them to be in a state of divine attraction are effective in the emergence
of annihilation. Other factors such as music, singing and stomping are also effective in finding "Hal"
and "ecstasy’, all of which can be defined under the title of "Sema’. Sema is one of the important
principles of Sufi nurture and education.

According to field research, dervishes believe that the origin and basis of the Qadiri Order is based
on following the Quran, Sunnah (Prophetic traditions) as well as performing religious ceremonies
(prayers, and zikr), in essence culminating in Sema ceremony. The wayfarers do not do any action
unless it is mentioned in the Book of God or the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and they have
permission for it. Nevertheless, Sema is a controversial issue among superficial observers.

People like Victor Turner (1920-1983), British cultural anthropologist, and Arnold van Gennep
(1873-1957), Dutch-German-French ethnographer and folklorist, believe that the Qadiri Sema
ceremony has the characteristics of a 'rite of passage”. Qadri Wayfarer leaves his previous position
in the state of Sema, and with leaping and head movements, he frees himself from his ties and sends
his soul flying. The term "passege’ is actually passing and entering from one stage to another stage
of biological and cultural life, which is accompanied by special rituals and ceremonies. These rituals
are related to the change and evolution of a person's social or sexual status.

Sema in the Qadiri Order has several principles of which dignity, sobriety, purity and human
abstinence are among its most obvious principles. Darvish considers sema’ as a means to practice
liberation and escaping the material world, and performing Sema is the manifestation of engaging
heart and soul. wayfarer believes that through Sema, s/he will be freed from the attachment of water
and mud and belonging to worldly matter and ascend step by step to the heavenly world. Qadiri
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In front of Bukan Khaneqa, Ershadi trip 1986, led by Sheikh Seyed Hassan Hashemi Tam-Tam (son-in-law of
Sheikh Muhammad Hadi).
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Photos are of Ershadi journey to Ravansar City in 1992 when Sheikh Muhammad Hadi was living in London. The
khalifas he appointed had the responsibility of planning and organizing the Ershadi trips.
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Sema have both verbal and non-verbal tools, the first and most important of which are music and
poetry; including zikr, prayer, Quran recitation, sound and music. Movement and excitement are
also important non-verbal tools of Sema.

Sema has fundamental components including Sheikh and spiritual master, zikr, time and place, music
and sound, poems and literature, movement and ecstasy. Zikr plays an essential role in the conduct
and behavior of a wayfarer as they owe the emergence of spiritual states and inner transformation to
the Remembrance of His Names as God mysteriously manifest Himself in His Attributes (names).
Zikr creates a light in the seeker's heart and this light brings her/him closer to the truth. Zikr is a sign
of love for God. The Sema begins with playing tambourine (daf) accompanied by the drum, and the
sound of the music dictates the manner and style of movements in the Sema.

Poetry is a part of Sema, which is performed with a content that shows their abundant love and with
a throbbing tone, and if these poems are catchy and induce emotions and excitements, musicians are
ready to form the circle of zikr for the next Sema.

As Neil Douglas-Klotz, World renown scholar in religious studies, spirituality and psychology,
says about the verbal effects of Sufi ceremonies: "Sound and movement are the basic components of
Sema; In other words, music and rhythmic movements connect the body."

The main characteristic of Sema is movement, which indicates inner transformations as well as
the exaltation and transformation of the wayfarer to the highest stage. According to mystical
hermeneutics, it is in this movement that their soul moves upward and the soul resembles a bird that
wants to get out of its cage.

They believe that after the movement, an inner and spiritual state is created in the heart of the wayfarer,
which is called ecstasy; It consists of ten types, including crying, laughing and smiling, shouting and
screaming, feeling hot or cold, and. .. changes in skin color, and changes in body hair conditions, etc.
Qadiri Zikr is divided into two types: 1) solitary Zikr, which is often said alone or while working.
Zikr means the presence of the heart at any time and place. 2) collective Zikr at a specific time and
place, and this Zikr is of two types:

A- Zikr Tahlil or sitting B- standing zikr or Sema

Based on spiritual experiences of wayfarers, the pleasant sound of the tambourine and drum and the
human voice gives a "gift’ of Sema to the wayfarer which causes body parts to move. At this state
(hal), wayfarers believe that the "love’ created by the motions before God brings a person to a place
where he sees nothing in the universe but God, and this love transpires their movement in front
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of God and the strong passion leads them to a place where all the dervishes and devotees will be
amazed and lost in the wonder and fascination.

Sema 1s considered to be one of the main pillars of the Qadiri order of Solaei- Dolab and has both
internal and external functions. Wayfarers believe that the internal functions such as self-refinement,
freedom from pride, freedom from social constraints, and spiritual states (repentance, closeness,
love, fear, hope, excitement, observation, certainty) and the external functions in terms of societal
manifestations are considered by the Sema ceremony.

In Ershadi Spiritual Awakening tour, some dervishes perform extraordinary undertakings in front of
the Ershadi convoy which are called miracles given to Saints with Allah’s permission and literally
means greatness and forgiveness. Like the miracles of the prophets, which were achieved as a result
of jihad and self-purification, these miracles are achieved as a result of continuous obedience and
worship for a righteous servant while it is achieved by the Grace of Mercy and is achieved by the
will of God. They consider these actions and change of states to be a tendency towards the Supreme
Right (God) and against the claim of some that these rites are unlawful or haram, they consider it
permissible. According to this philosophy, these extraordinary acts have been the miracle of the
prophets and the virtues of the saints and a help for that group of people whose faith is strengthened by
the display of Divine Power and thus Extraordinary acts are part of the spiritual awakening process
and inviting people to worship God and be religious. Based on the field research, these miracles
occur with the help from the spiritual power of God, which is in contrast to witchcraft that weakens
faith and 1s deceitful.

They consider magic or witchery to be deceptive and believe that magic is a science that is learned
from a sorcery teacher, and it is often achieved by means of tools and devices used by the sorcerer and
its operator; such as sleight, magnetic resonance, and the like, which is actually a kind of imagination
and deception and juggling and is not true.
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Ershadi trip in winter of 2000 led by Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi. During Ershadi trips in his father’s (Sheikh
Muhammad Hadi Hashemi) early lifetime, they usually travelled on horseback.
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Disciples resting in Dolab Holy Sanctuary. People from all regions of Kurdistan, as well as Kurds living in Tehran,
come to Dolab to participate in this ceremony (January 23,2019).
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi specifies the responsibility of the khalifas and disciples on the eve of the departure of the
Ershadi convoy. His representatives have the responsibility of arranging transport and dwelling for Disciples , and
maintaining order and peace (3 February, 2017).
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Disciples gathering on eve of Ershadijourney at Dolab Holy Sanctuary near Sanandaj (568 kilometers from Tehran).
People perform Zikr and Sema by playing the Daf and chanting (January 23,2019).
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1. The Caliph / Khalifa is the full-authority representative of the sheikh and the agent and coordinator of Tariqa programs;
they can invite people to the tariqa to pledge allegiance in the absence of the sheikh. The khalifa is chosen by the sheikh
based on the recommendations of disciples .
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COWAY g F) AS e les (ool Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi at prayer in Dolab Holy Sanctuary in the morning. The current Dolab shrine was built
At the end of the Sema Zikr and everyone praying in the main courtyard in front of the Dolab shrine. Sheikh next to the old site. In addition to Sheikh Sayed Mohammad Hashemi, known as Muhyiddin (the Revivor of Faith),
Mukhtar Hashemi's mother praying for the Ershadi's convoy from the rooftop at Dolab Holy Sanctuary and Sheikh Sayed Mohammad Hadi Hashemi, some of his relatives are also buried at the sanctuary(January 24,

(January 24, 2019). 2019).
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Khalifa Sharif singing in the style of Soz.' Some of the disciples walked the path between the two villages in the

snow. They have stopped to perform zikr (February 03,2019).
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1. Based on the field research, Soz songs are derived from the short pieces (gushehs) and belonging to the seven dastgahs
(i.e. “pattern” or “set of directions”of the principal modes of the art music of Kurdish-speaking regions, used as the basis
for composition and improvisation) such as horra and siyaw chemane are called Soz because the type of emotional rapture,
lamenting and pleading gives it a mystical and spiritual state. Soz of the dervish usually has a tone, an atmosphere and a
position full of wishes and supplications, and is sang in different dialects of the various regions of Iran's Kurdistan and
Hawraman.

sl Lg)..;-.aj.a.w/ 4,508 G g s Ol jae LQE——\,.

ol & S8 sl Gasls S| pam e gn (0185 S50 kS OV 030550l 5 31 by sl & SUlal ol sl 51 osliy] ols)S

WAV g V) S o S wilos S8 ol 55 oS
Ershadi convoy from Ebrahim Abad village arrives at Yapal village of Divandara district (507 km from Tehran).
Some disciples assisting cars trapped in the ice (February 01, 2019).
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Disciples paying respects and praying near the mosque of Kalkan village, located on a high hill (February 01,2019). Ershadi convoy arrives at the enterance of Tawakelan Village; and heavy snowing continued (February 03, 2019)
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A girl holding the beidagh' flag to pray. The women and girls of the village welcome the disciples with invocation

and prayers, and usually the Ershadi convoy continue moving after a short stop (January 24,2019).
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The Ershadi convoy leaving the Village of Shaqala to Village of Tawakelan, in the Chelchemeh, Divandara region.
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1. Based on social research, ‘Beidagh’ or flag (‘Alam’ or ‘Biakh’) is derived from the Sunnah (tradition)of the Holy Prophet
The village is located in an area of Kurdistan called Zarineh, considered one of the coldest places in Iran(February (PBUH). The Luwa, Rayeh, Biraq, Flag, and Biakh produce a sense of identity and confidence, which date back to ancient

03,2019). times resulting in respect and unity in the ranks of warriors.
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People gathered at the exit of Shahqola village to say goodbye and pay their respect to the Ershadi convoy
(February 03, 2019).
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Disciples travelling From Shaqala Village to Tawakolan Village early in the morning in the snow with heavy vehicles
AR e W) digson o shs Sl loal il slael b s gl olislalen 5 el i s or on foot. Due to heavy snowfall two days before Ershadi convoy stopped for one day in the village of Darehvarzan.
Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi and his companions visiting a disciple’s family members (January 31, 2019). The snowfall slowed the movement of the Ershadi convoy (February 03, 2019).
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Disciples performing Sema Zikr in the mosque of Sharifabad village. disciples with long hair stand together; this Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi and his Khalifas performing Sema Zikr. To his left is Khalifa Sharif and to his right is

long hair is called ‘pirch’ (January 24,2019). Khalifa Atta; they are among the leading Ershadi Khalifas (February 01, 2019).
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi and his companions invited to have lunch at the house of a dervish. The texture of the AWAY e W) el Wl sl Jlal 5l S cilo 4 alajliss o
buildings in the village is still old with wooden roofs and plaster walls (February 02,2019). Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi invited for lunch by a member of Shaqala Village community (February 02,2019)
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi giving a speech in the mosque of Kolasara Village (January 19, 2020).
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Ateenager focusing attention on Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi's speech and wearing photograph of Sheikh Mohammad Sema Zikr is performed at the entrance of Tawakelan Village mosque. Most of the villagers are farmers (February
Hashemi (his grandfather) around his neck (January 19, 2020). 03,2019).
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Sema Zikr ceremony held in Kolasara village the mosque with the presence of the villagers. Women are not permitted AWWAA (0 T4) el (flow) ol S5 > 5o Slse
to attend the men's section (January 19, 2020). Teenagers performing Sema Zikr (January 19, 2020).
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Dervish Muhammad Behzad Dandari undertaking extraordinary acts. Since his teenage years, he has been one of
the commissioners in Tarigat affairs. He has also been Dr Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi's personal assistant since the
Sheikh's return to Iran. This photo was taken with a mobile phone during the Ershadi trip to Yalghuzaghaj village,
a part of Sirish Abad District of Qorveh County on the 10th of February 2017.
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Usually, most disciples of the Solai Qadiri Order of Dolab hang their red shawls' around their necks during Ershadi
journeys. (January 19,2020).
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi beating the drums. Daf, drum, and reed are non-verbal musical instruments in Zikr, 1. According to them, the red shawl or red headscarf is a Taqririyyah type of prophetic tradition . Taqririyyah traditions the

Sema, and eulogy. The beginning of Sema Zikr starts with playing the Daf and is accompanied by the drum, and approvals of Holy Prophet (PBUH) regarding the actions of the Companions which occurred in two different ways: When

dance movements of the Sema dictated by the sound of the music produced (January 20, 2020). Muhammad kept silent for an action and did not oppose it.



CL.—lS The Custodian of Qadiri Order Sufism / Spiritual Awakening Journey (Ershadi) ol (spine i [ 405 G s Sl e C\}:f

LOWWAA oY) @.m,wu@z;}tw;s el o 5l s Ll 035w b e olew
Young people ‘repenting’l or pledging allegiance to Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi after the Zikr Sema ceremony.
(January 20, 2020).
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) 1. Based on social research, allegiance means regretting wrongdoings and deviations, feeling remorse and regret

AOWAA o V) loaal o3li) 0l lS b bl (gl s 0 ol 48 ST Gl o2 oo (6L 53,0 making the heart feel sorry for the past days of negligence. The second is to avoid distorted thinking and deviations.

An old man holding the flag or Beidagh to pray. Villagers saying goodbye aand pay respect to the Ershadi convoy The third reason for pledging allegiance is firm determination to never be inclined towards evil, corruption and
(January 22, 2020). destruction.
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The procession begins before the entrance to Angozhan village, near Sanandaj. Most Angozhan villagers are
disciples of the Qadiri Order of Solai Dolab (January 22, 2020).
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Women paying their respects to the Ershadi convoy. The procession of the Ershadi convoy moving through streets
of Aliabad village and welcomed by people. Usually, the Ershadi convoy first proceeds to the main mosque of the
village, where they perform Sema Zikr and prayers, and then go to the home of Khalifa (representative of the Sufi
Order) or one of the disciples with previous invitation. Villagers are informed of the arrival of the Ershadi convoy AOWAA (65 74) s o ool aslall 5l (sl )8 e Glole (sliy; Jal 45 ol
of the Solai Dolab Qadiri Order in advance to make preparations to receive the disciples. (January 11,2020). Yazdan from Marab village (Kamiran County) undertaking extraordinary acts (January 19, 2020).
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Zikr Sema is performed in front of the house of a disciple in cold weather (January 21, 2020). Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi is visiting one of the disciples at his invitation (January 02, 2020).
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community members of Bezlana Village gathered to welcome the Ershadi convoy at the entrance to the village AWWAA age V) das e ol sl s IS ol
(January 21, 2020). A Teenager undertaking extraordinary acts (January 21, 2020).
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Sema Zikr performed with the playing of the Daf (a type of tambourine) by worshipers (January 21, 2020). Darvish Mawlood Muhammadi Nia by eating razer blades undertaking extraordinary acts (January 22, 2020).
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Pictures of Sheikh Mohammad Hashemi, Sheikh Mohammad Hadi Hashemi and Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi are
distributed among residents of Layan Village (Kamiran District). Usually, the villagers install these pictures on the
walls of their houses. (January 21, 2020).
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The people of Angozhan village sacrificing 2 cows in front of Ershadi's caravan as a sign of respect for the Ershadi
convoy and Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi. Today is the last day of the ‘Spiritual Awakening’ tour. The entire village
is invited by disciples of the village throughout the Ershadi convoy’s stay; houses are specified for reception in
advance. The ceremony of prayer, speech, and Sema Zikr is held in the main mosque of the village over two nights.
All the residents of the village are guests of disciples for dinner and lunch, and usually several people volunteer as
hosts to welcome the Ershadi convoy (January 22, 2020).
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Disciples visiting the late Khalifa Samin, a resident of Layan village, Kamiyaran County (January 21, 2020). Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi visiting an ailing disciple in Miyana Village, Sorsor Distrcit (January 01, 2020).
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi has come to the shrine to pray before leaving. He is sitting on a chair because of his leg
pain and sometimes prays in this position. When he enters the shrine, no one except the Khalifa (also attendant) of
Dolab Holy Sanctuary is permitted to enter, but exceptionally allowed me to accompany him (January 07, 2022).
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A woman visiting the Dolab Holy Sanctuary to pray and seek healing. Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi visiting this woman
prior to entering the shrine. He is sitting in front of the shrine and praying (January 07, 2022).
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Disciples who mainly came from various cities of Kurdistan, Kermanshah and West Azerbaijan Provinces, visiting
Dolab Holy Sanctuary. They prepare one or two days earlier to participate in the Ershadi tour and most remain with
Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi during this journey, which lasts for approximately a month (January 07, 2022).
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By inserting a sword into his stomach in front of the Ershadi convoy,Darvish Muhammad Marabi is performing L5 oo Jsrdos 2l o3 ol 55k b 4 e 45955 5 Lol s o ool | gl S5 oolisl ol o)l 51 psle (ol
extraordinary acts. Gorgan village of Kamiyaran district (552 km from Tehran) hosts the Ershadi convoy and most (Ve 6o W)
of the villagers are followers of the Qadiri Order of Solai Dolab, and in the tradition of hospitality, more than 20 Disciples perform Sema Zikr ahead of the Ershadi convoy. After entering the mosque, they start praying, reciting

sheeps were sacrificed at the arrival of the Ershadi convoy (January 07, 2022). the Qur an and doing invocations (January 09, 2022).
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After entering the village of Gorgan, the Ershadi convoy performs Sema Zikr in a circle in the main square (January

09, 2022).
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Sema Zikr is held in the house of the host of one of the Khalifas of the Solai Dolab Qadiri Order. His children who After Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi's speech, singing of praises and prayers, the Sema Zikr ceremony is held(January

also participated in the ceremony are a doctor, a radiologist and bank employee (January 07, 2022). 07,2022).
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Social Events

As a grassroots social institution in Kurdistan, Sufism and mysticism have many social roles, Olge 4 S b ay g 3)ls Slslp slazsl 2 Olws S 53 Hls aku,y slaa slg S Olse 4 0l s 5 o b
and Sufi leaders (sheikhs) play an active role as a civil and social activists and contribute to many el 1y analom 3 O Jo casliags Ol 5 4 5 sla LS e 5l Slalp bl clal 5 gde Jlad
activities, including charity, humanitarian work and resolving disputes in society. In the section of A9 Sl bl 5 o s P oo dslen (6oLl aw 5l e el (plal Slali iy 55 das
social events, ceremonies other than the Spiritual awakening journeys (Ershadi journeys), such as RGPt Jf OB ey ys8 A s uf slgls L)

Mawloodi Ceremonies (Birthday celebrations of Holy Prophet), funeral and burial services as well as
meeting with wayfarers and their families and community based trips to sacred places such as Shrine
of Wais-ul-Qarni have been examined.
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Funeral procession to the house of a deceased disciple in the alleys of Qaslan village, in the suburbs of Qorveh WAV 3T Y) 33 S a5 it 5550 oWl 3 030 5 s () daims &y 3Mhis s (6390 ol 2 B

city (450 km from Tehran). Villagers usually participate in the funeral procession performing Sema(November 8, Mawloodi ceremony celebrating the birth of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) at the Central Khaneqa of Sanandaj,

2018). attended by various local communities and dignitaries (December 1,2018).
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Disciples (Qadri Order community members) performing Sema Zikr in front of the house of late Hajiya Zainab
Muhammadi (November 8, 2018).
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Funeral procession in the honour of a recently deceased woman. Processions involving disciples are undertaken
with chanting of La-illaha ila Allah (there is no god but Allah) and until the designated place for the Sema Zikr or
remembrance. Funeral ceremonies commence with a speech by Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi in the mosque and ends
with singing Allah’s praises, prayers, and Sema Zikr (in a sitting as well as a standing position) (November 8, 2018).
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WAV L30N0) 5 5 5o rL?d‘ ol Sl 050500 r.Ml o s olial buwg Ssails buy s gl S5 A commemorative ceremony in honour of late Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi held at a disciple’s house in
Sema Zikr performed standing in the middle of the Sema circle during the memorial ceremony of his father's death

Tehran in the presence of Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi; disciples from other cities also participated in this ceremony
(December 6,2018).

(December 6,2018).
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi making the noon call to prayer in the Jame Mosque of Shanavareh (a village near Qorveh
city). The Mawloodi ceremony ended with the performance of Sema and prayers, after which all people present
were invited for lunch at a disciple’s house in the village (November 15, 2018).
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Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi and his companions invited by a village disciple to his house (November 15, 2018).
sl aed coddgh 5 b Jre s oty &S Cl il ) Ll ol odd D52 S o ot g 5 (S5 0l s 4 Ltesls B
AR GUTYF) wslys o les Bgte sl
Disciples visiting the children of a deceased member of the community. It is customary to stand in front of the house
of the deceased, offering prayers and condolences for the deceased family (November 15, 2018).



&2-’-759 The Custodian of Qadiri Order of Sufism / Social Events ol Olanlin [ 4,06 g ls & e &\_'_1/7/\

LVFAA 3132 TF) ol 8, it oS b 53 & 8 s S0l sl S 51 5 0l LAY SUTTE) 35 e ol sy sl 51 e 55 (588 650 0kS 00055 ol 31059 (sl 53 f Lo S5
Before leaving for his family trip to the shrine of Wais al-Qarani, he visited a disciple living in Sanandaj(August Sema Zikr performed in the village of Shanavereh of Qorveh (450 km from Tehran) in front of a house of the
14,2019). villagers (November 15, 2018).
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A woman disciple with her family travelling by minibus from Sanandaj towards to Kermanshah to participate in the Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi with his wife (Seyedeh Leila Hashemi), a charity trustee, visiting blind disciple living in
Wais al-Qarani ceremony (August 15,2019). Sanandaj, Mula Muhammad Bezdodeh (August 14, 2019).
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The annual Wais al-Qarani ceremony held in
2018 again with the presence of Sheikh Mukhtar
Hashemi and members of the Sufi community.
All people gather together near the entrance and
move towards the Wais al-Qarani shrine holding
the beidagh or tariqa flag and performing prayers
and zikr. This shrine is located in the mountains
(August 15,2019).
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People at the main Wais al-Qarani mosque for
prayers and remembrance of Allah. The pilgrimage
to Wais al-Qarani is located in Ravansar, a town
in Kermanshah Province (538 km from Tehran)
is a thanksgiving for the harvest of agricultural
products. The pilgrimage involves the Sema
Zikr procession and all practices carried out in
a Khaneqa. According to disciple accounts, this
shrine was built between approximately 1919 to
1922 by Sheikh Seyed Muhammad Dolab (father
of Sheikh Muhammad Hadi Hashemi) after 40 days
of retreat. Wais al-Qarani was one of the followers
of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)(August 30,
2018).
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Disciples with their families participating in the Wais al-Qarani ceremony. Women also perform prayers and Sema
Zikr in Khaneqas at specified times, and men are not permitted to enter (August 30, 2018).
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People at the entrance of the Wais al-Qarani shrine performing Sema Zikr, awaiting the arrival of Sheikh Mukhtar

VAN sl 50 YF) s sslallg ol laslS ool Jm s (3805 o800 (5305 55 by Hashemi. A number of disciples have the responsibility of upholding and preservation of the beidagh(August 15,
Disciples performing extraordinary undertakings at the entrance of Wais al-Qarani shrine (August 15,2019). 2019).
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A young disciple has been allowed to enter the circle of remembrance / zikr in a state of ecstasy. For documentation
purposes, | obtained permission to enter the zikr circle from Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi where none is
permitted to enter (August 15,2019).
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The Sema Zikr ceremony ends with a gesture from Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi. After the ceremony, the disciples
leave the mosque with zikr, prayers and a meeting with the Sheikh (August 15, 2019).
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Pilgrims resting in their personal tents after the ceremony (August 15, 2019).
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Scientific Activities

Taking into consideration the available images and research limitations, this section will briefly
examine Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi's scientific works. He has a PhD in Civil Engineering
Water Resources Management from Newcastle University, England. His bachelor's degree in Civil
Engineering was obtained from Queen Mary, University of London and his master's degree in
Hydraulics and Water Structures was obtained from Newcastle University.

His resume is a testament to his extensive scientific works positions and work undertaken as Project
Manager, Senior Consultant of the Engineering and Water Resources Management Department, Head
of Research and Development Unit, Head of the Water and Soil Policy Council of the Agriculture
and Water Commission of the Sanandaj Chamber of Commerce, a Member of the Policy Committee
of the Urmia Lake Restoration Program, Chairman of the Tourism Commission, Sports Economy
and Art Economy of Sanandaj Chamber of Commerce, Research Associate at Newcastle Institute for
Sustainability Research (NIReS), Newcastle University, Visiting Professor at Faculty of Engineering.
He has participated in numerous scientific conferences and seminars in the role of Chair, Secretary,
Referee, Keynote Speaker and Consultant.

Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi is fluent in English, Arabic, Farsi and Kurdish languages. He
has also been a university lecturer and authored dozens scientific articles and books in the fields of
management and governance and cultural and social studies of water resources.
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succeeded in obtaining a PhD degree in Civil Engineering
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Dr. Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi next to Late Dr. Elinor Ostrom (1933-2012), the holder of the Nobel Memorial Prize
in Economic Sciences at the 6th International Conference on Sustainable Environment, Newcastle, England with the
topic of "A Socio-technical Framework for Allocation of Water Resources in Lake Urmia Basin". Dr. Ostrom was
the first woman ever to receive this award and she was a faculty member of both Arizona and Indiana universities
(July 19,2011).
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Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi at the International Conference on Hydrology in Dry Areas in Muscat, Oman.
The theme of the conference was the ethical aspect of sustainable water policy making in the arid regions (December
02,2007).
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AV sl 2 V) el sl Ll gulS ol e olgie 4 edle jlise - A5 Dinner held at the Meeting of the West Asia and North Africa (WANA) Forum in Amman in the presence of Amir
Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi selected as a Keynote Speaker (May 30, 2012) Hassan Bin Talal, the former Crown Prince of Jordan and the Chairman of the WANA Forum (May 29, 2012).
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s el ooy (Ml (il &S los S aew olg 4 (oMl iy Ml (uilaS s eS8 6l (aila Jlisedn el 155 PhD viva (exam) day with his supervisors in Newcastle University at the Faculty of Civil Engineering and Earth
COWAY) w185 ol ol oDl Sciences. Supervisors seated from right to left: Professor Tony Allen (King's College, external examiner), Mukhtar
Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi traveled to Tehran to attend the International Islamic Unity Conference which Hashemi, Dr. Paul Younger (university internal examiner). Standing from right to left: Dr. Geoffrey Parkin, Dr.

was held in Tehran’s Heads of States Summit Hall (2003). Jaime Amezaga and Professor Enda O'Connell (January 06,2012).
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The expert panel of the conference managed by Dr. Sheikh Seyed Mukhtar Hashemi. Specialist experts in the field
of water management from Iran and Iraq participated in this national conference. He believes that ignoring the
science of hydrology creates many challenges in the governance system of water resources in the country and the
wider Middle East region (April 24,2019).
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Dr. Seyed Sheikh Mukhtar Hashemi listening to expert researchers on the topic of water at a designated
amphitheater in Sanandaj. He was the Executive Secretary of the Third National Conference on Hydrology in Semi-
Arid Areas, in Sanandaj (April 24, 2019).
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The closing session of the Third National
Conference on Hydrology of Semi-Arid Regions in
Iran with the presence of national and international
guests and the secretaryship of Dr. Sheikh Seyed
Mukhtar Hashemi in Sanandaj (April 23, 2019).
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“Sema” (meaning ‘hearing’ or ‘listening’” and in Sufism, a form of worship in
the form of dance) or " standing Zikr " meaning remembrance of God in a
standing position) is a spiritual space that Qadiri dervishes perform as a
ritual within the spiritual aspect of Islamic mysticism, and consider it as
their cultural and religious symbol.
Sema occurs through the gathering of dervishes creating a space,

atmosphere and inner mood externally manifested through people's
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